
447

About the authors

Aline Dieguez B. M. Silva holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the University of Brasilia and a 
Master’s degree in Development Economics from Paris I University (Sorbonne). In 1997 Ms. Silva joined 
the Brazilian National Treasury, where she was Manager of Institutional Relations at the Public Debt 
Strategic Planning Department from 1999 to 2003. She later held the positions of economic advisor 
and Manager of PPPs and Concessions at the Department for Economic-Fiscal Analysis of Investment 
Projects at the Treasury; and Director of International Cooperation Programs at the Ministry of Planning. 
Ms. Silva is currently Program Director at the Ministry of Planning’s Executive Secretariat.

Anderson Caputo Delfino Silva is a Business Administration graduate from the University of Brasilia, 
with a M.Sc. and a Ph.D. in Finance from the University of Illinois. He joined the Brazilian National 
Treasury in 1993, having held, inter alia, the positions of Manager of the Trading Desk for Domestic 
Operations and Head of the General Public Debt Strategic Planning Department. Mr. Silva is currently 
a Senior Debt Specialist at the World Bank in Washington, D.C.

André Proite holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Economic Sciences from the University 
of Brasilia. He was also a professor at FASEP-DF. Mr. Proite joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 
2004, where he is currently Manager of Investor Relations Office at the General Public Debt Strategic 
Planning Department.

Antônio de Pádua Ferreira Passos holds a degree in Accounting Sciences from the University   of 
the Federal District, with specialization in Public Finance and Public Sector Economics from George 
Washington University. Mr. Passos joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 1988. He was the National 
Treasury representative in the team that negotiated the external debt with private creditors between 
1992 and 1994. Mr. Passos is currently Head of Public Debt Control Department.

Carlos Eugênio Ellery Lustosa da Costa is an Economic Sciences graduate from the University of Brasilia, 
with a Master’s degree in Economics from the Graduate School of Economics – EPGE, Getulio Vargas 
Foundation - FGV, in Rio de Janeiro, and a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Chicago. He is 
currently a professor at EPGE/FGV. Mr. Costa also worked at the Brazilian National Treasury and at the 
Ministry of Finance’s Economic Policy Secretariat.

Ethan Weisman holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics/International Studies from the University of South 
Florida, a Master’s degree in Economics from the University of Texas at Austin and a Ph.D. in International 
Economics from the Institut de Hautes Études Internationales et du Développement, in Geneva, 
Switzerland. He was a Post Doctoral Fellow and lectured in Development Economics at the Australian 
National University, in Canberra. Mr. Weisman held the position of World Bank Lead Economist for 
Brazil when this book was written, and is currently Deputy Division Chief in the International Monetary 
Fund’s Statistics Department in Washington, D.C.

Fabiano Maia Pereira holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic Sciences from the Federal University of Juiz 
de Fora - UFJF, a Master’s degree from the Federal University of Minas Gerais – UFMG, and a Doctor’s 
degree in Economics from the University of Brasilia - UnB. He is currently a professor at Getúlio Vargas 
Foundation, in Brasilia. In 2003 Mr. Pereira joined the Brazilian National Treasury, having worked at 
the CODIP trading desk. He is currently manager of the Trading Desk for External Operations.

Fernando Eurico de Paiva Garrido holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic Sciences from the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro and a Master’s degree in International Relations from the University of 



448 Public debt: the Brazilian experience

Brasilia. Mr. Garrido joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 1996, where he is currently Head of the 
Public Debt Operations Department.

Guilherme B. V. Pedras holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic Sciences from the Catholic University of 
Rio de Janeiro – PUC and a Master’s degree in Economics from the Getúlio Vargas Foundation - FGV, 
in Rio de Janeiro. He joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 1997 and has since worked in the public 
debt area. Mr. Pedras was the Head of the Public Debt Operations Department until 2009, when he 
left to work for the International Monetary Fund.

Helena Mulim Venceslau holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Economic Sciences from 
the University of Brasília. Ms. Venceslau has worked for the Brazilian National Treasury for over 12 
years in the area responsible for managing the Federal Public Debt, where she has held the positions 
of Assistant Manager of the Trading Desk for Domestic Operations and Manager of Planning and New 
Products, both at the General Public Debt Operations Department. Ms. Venceslau currently holds the 
position of Advisor to the Minister of Finance (Brazil).

Jeferson Luis Bittencourt holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Economic Sciences from the 
Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS). He was an Economics professor at the UFRGS and 
UNIDESC having also worked at the State Secretariat of Coordination and Planning of Rio Grande do 
Sul and the Federation of Industries of Rio Grande do Sul. He presently works at the Brazilian National 
Treasury, where he was Manager of Public Debt Institutional Relationship and is currently Head of 
Economic Advisers.

José Antonio Gragnani holds a degree in Metallurgy Engineering from Mackenzie University, a MBA in 
Finance from the IBMEC, and a M.Sc. in Finance from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
worked for Unibanco, the BBA Bank and the Creditanstalt, having held the position of director of 
the Votorantim Bank and the UBS Pactual Bank and the Concórdia Bank. Mr. Gragnani was Assistant 
Secretary at the Brazilian National Treasury between 2003 and 2006. He is currently Institutional 
Participant Relations Director of the BM&FBOVESPA.

José Franco Medeiros de Morais holds a PhD in Economic Sciences from the University of Brasilia. He 
is an Economics and Finance professor at the IBMEC. Mr. Morais has been working in the Public Debt 
Operations Department since 2001, when he joined the National Treasury. Since then he worked as 
manager of both External Debt Operations Desk and Domestic Debt Operations Desk. His currently 
position is Deputy Head of Department.

Karla de Lima Rocha is an Economics graduate from the Federal University of Juiz de Fora. She worked as 
an economist in the Research of Employment and Unemployment in the Federal District. She joined the 
Brazilian National Treasury in 2004, having worked as Assistant Risk Manager at the General Public Debt 
Strategic Planning Department. Ms. Rocha is currently an analyst at the Investor Relations Office.

Laércio Mendes Vieira holds a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting Sciences and a Master’s degree in 
Public Sector Economics from the University of Brasilia. Mr. Vieira is a Certified Government Auditing 
Professional (Institute of Internal Auditors – IIA, USA), with specialization in Public Debt Audit from 
the International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI). He currently works for the 
Brazilian Federal Court of Audit and is professor in the public debt audit programs at INTOSAI and the 
Latin American and Caribbean Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (OLACEFS).

Lena Oliveira de Carvalho holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Economic Sciences from 
the University of Brasilia - UnB. Ms. Carvalho joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 2001, having 



449

held the position of Manager of Institutional Relations at the General Public Debt Strategic Planning 
Department, where she is currently Research and Development Manager.

Luiz Fernando Alves is an Economic Sciences graduate from the Federal University of Viçosa, with a 
Master’s degree in Economics from the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) and specialization 
from the George Washington University. He was an Economics professor in the following institutions: 
UFMG, UNI-BH, UNIFEMM (Sete Lagoas, MG) and FIPLAC (Luziânia, GO). In 2003 Mr. Alves joined the 
Brazilian National Treasury, where he is currently Risk Manager at the General Public Debt Strategic 
Planning Department.

Márcia Fernanda Tapajós Tavares holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic Sciences from the University 
of Brasilia as well as a MBA in Finance from the Getúlio Vargas Foundation and a Master’s degree in 
Economic Business Management from the University of Brasilia. She worked for several years at the 
Brazilian National Treasury, initially at the General Public Debt Operations Department, the Trading 
Desks for Domestic and External Operations and later at the Risk Management Unit at the General 
Public Debt Strategic Planning Department. Ms. Tavares is currently a senior advisor of the financial 
director of Sabesp, where she is responsible for fund raising-related studies.

Otavio Ladeira de Medeiros holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic Sciences from the University of 
Brasilia, with specialization from George Washington University. He was a public finance professor at 
the Getulio Vargas Foundation, in Brasilia. In 1994 Mr. Medeiros joined the Brazilian National Treasury, 
having held the positions of Manager of the Trading Desk for Domestic Operations and Deputy Head 
of the General Public Debt Strategic Planning Department, where he is currently Head.

Priscila de Souza Cavalcante de Castro is an Economic Sciences graduate from the University Center 
of Brasilia, with specialization in Public Budget, International Finance and Public Debt management. 
In 1995 Ms. Castro joined the Brazilian National Treasury, where she is currently Deputy Head of the 
Public Debt Control Department.

Rodrigo Cabral holds a Bachelor’s degree in Physics and a Master’s degree and PhD in Economic Theory 
from the University of Brasília - UnB. He was an Economics and Business Administration professor in 
undergraduate and graduate courses at the Catholic University of Brasília and the University of Brasilia. 
Mr. Cabral joined the Brazilian National Treasury in 2001, having been Deputy Manager of the Risk 
Management Unit and Manager of the Research and Development Unit at the Public Debt Strategic 
Planning Department, where he currently holds the position of Deputy Head.

Ronnie Gonzaga Tavares holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of 
Brasilia, with specialization in Mathematics from the same university, a MBA in Public Debt Management 
from the Getúlio Vargas Foundation - DF, and a Master’s degree in Economic Business Management 
also from the University of Brasilia. Mr. Tavares worked for the Brazilian National Treasury for many 
years, where he was Head of the Public Debt Operations Department. He later worked as a strategist 
at the Bradesco BBI Bank S/A, and is currently a fixed income trader at Bradesco Bank S/A.

William Baghdassarian holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Brasilia, a degree 
in Economics from the AEUDF, a MBA in Public Debt Management from the Getúlio Vargas Foundation 
and a Master’s degree in Finance from the University of Brasilia. In 1998 he joined the Brazilian 
National Treasury, having worked as Risk Manager at the General Public Debt Strategic Planning 
Department. Mr. Baghdassarian is currently completing his PhD in Finance at the ICMACENTRE/
University of Reading.


